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ATTORNEY'S DOCKET^O. 



TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS: 

Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent application of 



Ki II Kim 



for CELLULAR PHONE HOLDER WITH CHARGER MOUNTED TO VEHICLE DASHBOARD 



Enclosed are: 



an assignment of the invention to 



sheets of drawing. 



a certified copy of a 



appl i cat ion. 



Applicant and/or Assignee is a small entity^ 
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TOTAL CLAIMS 
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BASIC FEE 
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TOTAL FILING FEE 



Please charge my Deposit Account No. 



in the amount of $ 



$630.00 to cover filing fees and $8.00 to cover recordation of assignment. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
enclosed. 

The Coomissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required at any time during the 
prosecution of this application without specific authorization, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



x A check in the amount of $ 



to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 



See copy of Forms PT0-1123 and 1532 enclosed. 
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RELATED DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT 
A Disclosure Document No. 479497 was filed in the Patent and 
Trademark Office on September 5, 2000. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention provides a vehicle mounting device and, 
in particular, a mounting device located on or in a vehicle 
dashboard for holding and powering a cell phone. 

2 . Description of the Prior Art 

As the number of technology innovations increase, more devices 
are developed specifically for use in vehicles or sufficiently 
compact to be used in the vehicle. The devices may be placed on 
vehicle dashboards and powered, either directly or indirectly, via 
the vehicle cigarette lighter. A likelihood exists that vehicle 
manufacturers may add a second cigarette lighter on top of the 
dashboard to accommodate these devices without eliminating the 
cigarette lighter function. Further, cell phones are being 
developed with video cameras built in for conveying image data over 
the cell phone audio channel. Although conceptually there is a 
need for a built-in accessory or an add-on accessory platform that 
bolts onto the dashboard to support and power these drills, a power 
connection is still required. Direct wiring to the cigarette 
lighter would leave dangling wires, marring the appearance of the 
vehicle interior. U.S. Patent No. 5,687,234 to Chang discloses a 



charger for a mobile phone wherein the charger case, in one 
embodiment, couples the phone to the vehicle lighter socket. The 
charger is a separate unit and not attached to the vehicle itself. 

What is thus desired is to provide a mounting device 
associated with the vehicle dashboard for holding and powering 
electronic devices that are capable of use within a vehicle, and, 
in particular, to hold and power cell phones. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention provides an accessory platform, or 
mounting, either bolted onto the exterior of a vehicle dashboard or 
built into the vehicle dashboard either as an after market 
accessory or offered as an option in a vehicle being purchased to 
hold and power cell phones. 

The video camera portion of a cell phone having this feature 
is positioned to view, or scan, through the windshield or towards 
the back of the vehicle and its interior. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

For better understanding of the present invention as well as 
other objects and further features thereof, reference is made to 
the following description which is to be read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawing therein. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the video cell phone 
mounting device of the present invention; 

Figure 2A is a side elevation of the mounting device shown in 



Figure 1 and Figure 2B illustrates the mounting socket utilized in 
the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view/partial cross-sectional 
view illustrating one version of the mounting device of the present 
invention in the open position; 

Figure 4 illustrates the mounting device shown in Figure 3 in 
the closed, or storage, position; 

Figure 5 is a second embodiment of the mounting device of the 
present invention; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the embodiment shown in 

Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a vehicle dashboard showing 
a cell phone holder and charger mounted to the vehicle dashboard; 
and 

Figure 8 is a third embodiment of the mounting device of the 
present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Referring now to Figures 1, 2 A and 2B, a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention is illustrated. In particular, a holder 
10 with charger 11 is shown positioned on the top of a vehicle 
dashboard 12. A cell phone 14 having a video camera 16 is shown 
positioned in holder 10 (the holder of the present invention can be 
used with conventional cell phones not incorporating a video 
camera) . As illustrated, a cigarette lighter plug 18 is positioned 
within dashboard 12, holder 10 being positioned such that power 



unit associated with holder 10 can be inserted into the lighter 
plug 18. It should be noted that cell phone 14 may either be 
charged or have its own power source/ thus not requiring the use of 
the holder power unit, A ball joint interface 22 to plug 18 allows 
the holder 10, and thus video camera 16, to be adjusted to provide 
various angles of view (alternate techniques are available for 
providing two axis of rotation) . Ball joint interface 22 comprises 
a male ball retainer having a ball element 25 and a female retainer 
portion 27. A receptacle jack (not shown) is built into dashboard 
12. Holder 10 is attached via ball joint 22 to the cigarette 
lighter plug 18 and power is conveyed via positive and negative 
contacts formed as part of the conventional cigarette lighter 
outlet. 

Figure 3 illustrates a second embodiment of the invention 
wherein the holder 10 is mounted to the inside cover 30 of a 
compartment, or housing, 32 formed on the top of vehicle dashboard 
12 via a ball type swivel device 34 and shown in the open position. 
A door handle 36 enables the door 30 to be open or closed; hinge 3 8 
connects cover 3 0 to compartment 32; and angle adjuster 40 enables 
the cover to be fixedly closed and full opened (shown) positions. 

Figure 4 is similar to Figure 3 showing holder 10 within 
compartment 32 in the closed, or stored, position. 

Figure 5 illustrates a third embodiment of the present 
invention wherein holder 10 is mounted within a compartment, or 
housing, 42 formed in dashboard 12 . The compartment 42 is 
accessible by a user from the front of the dashboard 12 . 



Figure 6 illustrates a fourth embodiment wherein the cell 
phone 14 is mounted on holder 10 within compartment, or housing, 44 
formed in dashboard 12. A sliding door 46 with handle 48 encloses 
compartment 44 to provide a pleasing appearance when cell phone 14 
is not in use. Note that in this version the video camera 16 can 
only view the interior of the vehicle. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view showing the holder/charger 10 
shown in Figure 1 positioned on the top of dashboard 12. 

Figure 8 is a fourth embodiment of the present invention. In 
particular, holder/charger 10 is mounted, via ball type angle 
adjuster 62, to a raised dashboard component 64 via a ball -joint 66 
towards the front of dashboard 12. The dashed lines show an 
optimal dashboard extension which raises the height of dashboard 12 
enabling the video camera 16 to be better positioned to view the 
interior of the vehicle. 

Note that the cell phone may be hung from the vehicle rear 
view mirror or on the windshield; means to stabilize and dampen the 
swinging effects that would occur can be provided. Power 
connections are supplied at the rear view mirror, sun visor or the 
windshield. 

While the invention has been described with reference to its 
preferred embodiments , it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art that various changes may be made and equivalents may be 
substituted for elements thereof without departing from the true 
spirit and scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications 
may be made to adapt a particular situation or material to the 



teachings of the invention without departing from its essential 
teachings . 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



1. A vehicle having a dashboard and means for holding a cell 
phone on top of said vehicle dashboard. 

2. The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the position of said holding 
means is adjustable. 

3. The vehicle of claim 2 wherein said holding means includes 
means for connecting a source of power to said cell phone. 

1 s 

* 4. The cell phone of claim 3 wherein said power source comprises 

O a cigarette lighter outlet. 

m 

On 5. The vehicle of claim 4 further including means for connecting 

U the cigarette lighter outlet to said cell phone. 

6. The vehicle of claim 5 wherein said mounting means includes a 
M cell phone charging device. 

7. The vehicle of claim 6 wherein said connecting means is 
coupled to said charging means. 

8. The mounting means of claim 1 wherein said cigarette outlet 
is mounted on top of the vehicle dashboard. 
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9. A vehicle having a dashboard and a compartment formed on said 
dashboard for holdimg a cell phone. 

10. The vehicle of claim 9 wherein the position of said holding 
means i s ad j us tab 1 e . 

11. The vehicle of claim 10 wherein said holding means includes 
means for connecting a source of power to said cell phone. 

12. The vehicle of claim 11 wherein a movable door is provided to 
enclosed said cell phone within said compartment. 

13 . The vehicle of claim 1 wherein said cell phone includes a 
camera to view scenes external or interior to said vehicle. 

14. The vehicle of claim 9 wherein said cell phone includes a 
camera to view scenes external or internal to said vehicle. 
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ABSTRACT OF DISCLOSURE 
In a vehicle, means of mounting a cell phone on the vehicle 
dashboard with minimal wiring and external connections, using 
manufacturer power connections made available on the dashboard. 
The mounting means is either an after market accessory addition to 
the vehicle or a option available at the time of purchase to render 
easy and convenient mounting of the cell phone without loose wires 
and providing proper positioning of a video camera built into the 
cell phone. The cell phone is positioned for viewing either 
through the windshield or backward onto the occupants enabling 
monitoring accidents between vehicles, the result of an accident on 
the occupants of the vehicle or for security monitoring of the 
trespassers within the vehicle. This is accomplished by mounting 
the camera at the dashboard. Another advantage is to improve the 
power output of the cell phone by positioning the antenna (part of 
the hand held cell phone device) near the windshield. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney 
for Patent Application 
English Language Declaration 



As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence , post office address and citizenship are as stated 
below next to my name, 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one 
name is listed below) or an original , first and joint inventor 
if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

CELLULAR PHONE, HOLDER WITH CHARGER MOUNTED TO VEHICLE DASHBOARD 

the specification of which 

(check one) 

(XX] is attached hereto, 

U was filed on . as 

Application Serial No* 

and was amended on . 



(If applicable) 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents 
of the above identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material 
to the examination of this application in accordanc© with Title 
37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1*56 (a). 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United 
States Code, §119 of any foreign application (s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified 
below any foreign application for patent or inventor's cert- 
ificate having a filing date before that of the application on 
which priority is claimed: yy > 
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English Language Declaration 



Prior Foreign Applications ) 



Priority Claimed 



N/A 



c ) ( ); 



(Munber) 



( Country) 



(Day/Month/Year FUed) Yes 



( ) C ) 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) No Yes 



(Number) 



(Country) 



C ) ( ) 

( Day/Hon th/Year FUed) Nb Yes 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35 , United States Code, 
§120 of any United States applications ) listed below and, in- 
sofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this ap- 
plication is not disclosed in the prior United States applica- 
tion in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, 
United States Code, §112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose 
material information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, §1.56 (a) which occurred between the filing date 
of the prior application and the national or PCT international 
filing date of this application: 



N/A 





(Application Serial Ko.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 


b 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


V^"s 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Fi.ling Date) 


(Status) 








(patented, pending, abandoned) 1 




(Application Serial Ko.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 








(patented, pending, abandoned) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own know- 
ledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both*, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 
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English Language Declaration 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor* I hereby appoint the 
following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this application 
and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office . 
connected therewith. (List name and regis trat ion number). 



Irving Keschner 
Reg. No. 24 ,547 



Send Correspondence to: 

Irving Keschner, 21515 Hawthorne Boulev ard, Suite 1150, 
Torrance, CA 90503 



Direct Phone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
Irving Keschner (310) 543-5200 



full none of iole or first Inventor 



Ki Tl Kim ? — ~yf 

Inventor'* signature ( 0*K 



i Novpmher & . 2000 



Residence , 

255 South Grand Avenue. Suite 2004. Los Angeles. CA 90012 



CttUenshlp 
U.S.A. 



Post Off let Address 



Full noma of socoikJ Joint Inventor, If sny 

None 



Inventor'* signatur* 0ftl * 



Res I douce 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



(Supply similar information and signature for third and subse- 
quent joint inventors. 
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